
America: The Last Best Hope, Volume I, Chapter 1—Westward The Course! 

Ferdinand Magellan 
(A Report by HNR News) 

 
QUESTIONS FROM THE PLAY 
To be discussed as a class after the play is performed… 
1. When did Magellan’s voyage 
begin?  

 
 

2. How many ships and men 
sailed on the voyage?   

 
 
 

3. What was the destination?   
4. What did they hope to bring 
back with them?  

 

5. What trouble did Magellan 
have off the coast of 
Argentina? Describe.   
  

 

6. What was Magellan’s solution 
to the mutineers?  

  

7. Describe the hazards the 
flotilla ran into in the Straits 
of Magellan: 

 

8. Why did Magellan call the 
Pacific Ocean by that name? 

 

9. What misjudgment did 
Magellan make with regards to 
the Pacific Ocean?     

 
 
 
 

10. Describe the food 
Magellan’s crew were forced to 
eat in the Pacific:  

 

11. What other problems did 
the crew have?   

 

12. Where did Magellan’s crew 
finally land?  

 

13. Describe what happened in 
the Philippines after they 
arrived:  
 

 
 
 
 

14. What happened to Magellan 
(describe in detail)? 

 
 
 

15. When did the crew return? 
How many were left?  

 

 


